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R E F L E C T I O N S  O N  5  Y E A R S . . .

Atlas exists to serve the people of
Lincoln through local, intentional, and
relational Christ-based peer-support

O U R  M I S S I O N
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Creating a community of love
throughout Lincoln, so that no
one falls through the cracks.

O U R  V I S I O N

5. Years. 
It's hard to believe that amount of time has passed. So
much can happen in 5 years. 
We've seen dozens of people in our community say "yes"
to mentoring relationships built on encouragement,
support, care, accountability, and love for the "other." 
We've seen thousands of dollars raised, partnering
alongside these relationships. Individuals, businesses,
churches, foundations, and so many others have
continued to make our work possible.
We've seen lives changed in ways that are sometimes
surprising. Though the difficulties of life sometimes seem
insurmountable, we strive for faithfulness in our call to
love our neighbors and our neighborhood. 
We know that addiction, homelessness, mental health
struggles, incarceration, and generational trauma
permeate the lives of our friends, mentees, and neighbors.  
Yet, we also know that everyone experiencing these
struggles, and so many others, matters. They matter to
Jesus, and they matter to us. Thank you for every prayer,
hour spent, dollar given, and every other means of
support you have provided to Atlas over the last half-
decade. It has been and will continue to be a blessing.
                        -Brody M. Van Roekel, Director, Atlas: Lincoln

Our first day...
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T I M E L I N E  O F  

September 2018
first Atlas: Lincoln mentor training

August 1, 2018
opened Atlas: Lincoln with our first

part-time staff

December 2018
raised $3000 in our Year-End

compaign

January 1, 2019
fulltime director hired

February 2019
First Annual Trivia Night Fundraiser

August 2019
hosted our first annual Mini-Golf

outing

September 2019
welcomed our first Volunteer

Coordinator staff person

February 2020
published our first "Annual Report"

February 2020
hosted our first Donor Appreciation

Dinner and Mentor Graduation

February 2020
welcomed current board members,
Jamie Peer, Dennis Coudriet, and

Gabriel Tufts

August 1, 2020
celebrated our second anniversary

June 2020
opened an online training platform

for mentors

March 2021
welcomed current board member,

Dan Waters

May 2021
moved into our current office

location

May 2021
raised $13,500 in our third "Give to

Lincoln" day compaign

September 2021
welcomed our first and current
Direct Service Advocate, Sonya

Turco

November 2021
welcomed our current Office

Manager, Hollie Sell

March 2022
restarted our Annual Donor

Appreciation Dinner and Mentor
Graduation event

May 2022
raised $15,500 in our fourth "Give to

Lincoln" day compaign

August 1, 2022
celebrated our fourth anniversary

October 2022
hosted our first "Football Watch-

Party and Potluck," a sober-friendly
Nebraska Huskers event

January 2023
rolled out our "Atlas Partners

Program," to engage local
businesses in support

March 2023
rolled out our new monthly,

subscription giving program "One
Hour. One Day. One Life"

May 2023
opened our "Neighborhood Living

Room"

June 2022
began our monthly lunch-

distribution ministry
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A T L A S :  L I N C O L N

November 2018
first mentor-mentee pairing

October 2018
attended our first "Project Homeless

C0nnect"

May 2019
our partner in the neighrborhood,

Transformations Thift Store, opened

May 2019
raised $3400 in our first "Give to

Lincoln" day campaign

August 1, 2019
celebrated our first anniversary

November 2019
started Mentor Support Session to
continually equip and encourage

mentors

December 2019
raised $25,000 in our Year-End

campaign

March 2020
adjusted our services to remain
connected with mentees in the

midst of COVID-19

March 2020
welcomed our first Office Manager

staff person

May 2020
raised $10,500 in our second "Give to

Lincoln" day campaign

March 2021
hosted our Trivia Night fundraiser

online

December 2020
raised $13,500 in our Year-End

campaign

August 1, 2021
celebrated our third anniversary

August 2021
hosted our first Anniversary "Open

House" event at our new office

August 2021
restarted in-person Mentor
Training sessions since the

pandemic

December 2021
raised $20,000 in our Year-End

campaign

February 2022
moved back to in-person event with
our Fourth Trivia Night Fundraiser

June 2022
welcomed our current Volunteer

Coordinator, Darren Murray

July 2022
doubled our office by taking over
the upstairs space at our building

December 2022
raised $25,000 in our Year-End

campaign

January 2023
welcomed current board members,

Joy Martinez-Marshall and Alex
Rousseau

May 2023
raised $16,500 in our fifth "Give to

Lincoln" day campaign

August 1, 2023
celebrated FIVE YEARS of ministry

in Lincoln

August 3, 2018 - TONIGHT
hosted our first Anniversary

Celebration Dinner and Fundraiser



F L A S H B A C K S  &  S T O R I E S
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"Thank you for giving me hope,," she said as she left. When our dear people face lasting
struggles, hope can become a luxury not worth holding onto. Giving people a reason to hope
can help renew their strength. Through the hope of Christ, we can fly on eagle's wings.

He said, “This

living room (our

reception area) is

warm and makes

me feel safe. Thank

you for letting me

calm down in this

place.” 

Sometimes there

is nothing we can

"do" to help

people, but we can

always "be" there

with them. 

Often, when I have left
our visits, I feel helpless.
There is not much I can

do for Adrian. His 
situation is beyond

anything for which I can
advise or provide help.



F L A S H B A C K S  &  S T O R I E S
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Ministry no longer exists as an “I am
helping you” hierarchy, but instead as a
mutual striving to bring glimpses of the

Kingdom to earth. We bear burdens
together. We celebrate together and

suffer together. We shirk off the
individualism so prominent around us.

Progress is happening, not
because of me, but because of
God's will! I pray for the right
words, not mine, but God’s,

before we meet. And somehow,
the words are there.

At the beginning I was a little
nervous that I would not be
what Mindy wanted. I was

thinking that we are so
different, how are we going
to connect on a friendship

level? 

Sometimes, there’s

nothing we can do for

our hurting folks, other

than walk with them.

They may, and often do,

continue on their paths.

Still we walk with them. 

Even though he left much of his old

life behind, many of the mentalities

and perspectives of that old life

followed him. He wanted to be a good

father to his kids, he wanted to give

back to society, he wanted to make a

better life for himself. But he didn't

know how.



Text "Subscribe" to (402) 268-5805 to keep up with Atlas!

Contact our Volunteer Coordinator to learn about ways to serve:
volunteer@atlaslincoln.org

Volunteer with our Prayer Team by emailing
prayer@atlaslincoln.org

Donate new and used clothes and household goods to 
Transformations at 1241 S 14th Street
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Donate:

Website:

Other ways to support the ministry of Atlas: Lincoln


